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Principal's Notes

Dear Families,

As we head into December, there's lots happening across the Academy that I'm excited to share.

First, a reminder that Year 11 Parents’ Evening will take place next Thursday, 4th December. This is a key
opportunity to review your child's mock exam results with their subject teachers and discuss next steps.
These conversations will help you understand what we're asking of Year 11 students in the lead-up to their
GCSEs and how you can best support them at home. We strongly encourage all parents to attend, and we look
forward to seeing you there.

This morning, a group of Year 11 students had the privilege of hearing an inspiring talk from a solicitor at
JMW Solicitors. He shared how his GCSE and A-Level choices helped open up doors and shape his future
career in law. It was a truly motivational session as our students begin to think about their own next steps.

Looking ahead, we're excited for our Christmas Fair on Tuesday, 9th December. If you have any prizes you can
donate for the raffle, please do get in touch. All proceeds will go towards our Year 11 Prom, helping us reduce
ticket prices for students. Your generosity will make a real difference and is very much appreciated.

I'm also thrilled to announce that tickets for our Academy production of High School Musical will go live next
week! Tickets will be available online, making it easy to purchase and select your seats. | can't wait to see the
production myself - it promises to be a fantastic show!

This term'’s ‘Flavour of Home’ parent and student cooking classes kicked off this week and have been a huge
hit! Thank you to everyone who attended the first session - | hope you enjoyed it. All slots for next week are
now filled, but there is one space left for the class on Wednesday, 10th December. If you'd like to join, please
email transitions@lowryacademy.org.uk as soon as possible - be quick!

A quick reminder about vapes: they are illegal for anyone under 16 to purchase and are banned on school
grounds. A small number of students have recently been found in possession, and sanctions have been
issued. Please speak to your child about this - we take this matter seriously.

Finally, please note that next Friday, 5th December, is an INSET Day. Students will not be
in school.

Thank you for your continued support, and | look forward to seeing many of you at our
upcoming events.

Warm regards,
Claire Coy
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Why School Attendance Matters

There is proven evidence that there is a clear link between attendance and your child reaching their
full academic potential (attainment).

Did you know that students with near perfect attendance have almost double the odds
of achieving grade 5 in English and Maths GCSE compared to students attending 90-95%
of the time.

Missing just 10 days of school is associated with half the odds of achieving these grades.

The long-term impact on earnings

Missing school doesn't just effect exam results and a child’s time in education, it can also impact on their future
earnings too.

Research suggests that for each additional day of absence between Years 7 to 11,
the typical student could miss out on an average of £750 in future lifetime earnings.

(Why school attendance matters, and what we're doing to improve it - The Education Hub)

What can you do as a parent?

You have an important role in making school attendance a priority for your child.

Use the Arbor Parent App on a weekly basis to check your child's
attendance and also their most recent school report showing their
progress and attainment.

Continue to encourage them to revise for their Mid-Year Assessments that are scheduled to take place in January
2026.

Check that they are actively revising, test their knowledge. Ask them to explain to you what they have revised and
for example, show you how they have solved maths problems they have been practicing.

Please continue to support us by ensuring your child’s attendance is the best it can be and together we can give
them the best opportunities in reaching their full potential.
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quality of Educatiop

Curriculum Spotlight = Art and Design

Art and Design is much more than drawing and painting—it's about creativity, problem-solving, and communication.

Develops Creativity and Imagination

Art encourages you to think outside the box, explore ideas, and express yourself in unique ways. These skills are useful in every career, not
just creative ones.

Improves Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

Designing something requires planning, experimenting, and finding solutions. These are the same skills needed in science, technology, and
business.

Builds Confidence and Communication Skills

Sharing your work and explaining your ideas helps you become more confident and articulate—important for interviews, presentations, and
teamwork.

Opens Career Opportunities

Art and Design can lead to exciting careers in architecture, graphic design, fashion, animation, game design, advertising, and more.
Supports Wellbeing

Creative activities reduce stress and help you express emotions in a positive way.

What students are learning this half term

Year 7 - Students are learning about Islamic art and its link to patterns and symmetry. They will be using a polyprint technique to create
gem style prints.

Year 8 - Students are investigating about identity, firstly by the use of typography then working in the style of an artist to abstract imagery of
themselves.

Year 9 - Students are experimenting with different media to create a textiles based skull using tie dye, batik and applique. They will also be
creating a clay skull using relief and mark making to build a 3D form.

Year 10 - Students are working on the theme of animals throughout the year. This term they have focussed on specific artists who look at
hyper realism and students are challenged to observe the detail and texture of their chosen animal.

Year 11 - Students have been developing their ideas and coursework in response to the theme of objects. They have been working towards
their mock exam of 5 hours. The work completed in the mock should demonstrate a culmination of the whole project and their ideas.

Why is this important?

In art, all learning is sequential. In year 7, students learn the fundamental skills such as colour theory, use of line and mark making, how
composition and space is used in work. Creating textures to give feeling and mood. Creating tone to give light and dark elements to work.
Once a foundation is gained then the subsequent years build on this knowledge with more complex ideas, techniques and challenge. Our
aim in KS3 is to build a well-rounded student who has experienced a multitude of different styles and techniques. We are also preparing
those that chose the subject to be equipped and prepared for the rigours of GCSE.

How you can Support at Home

» Encourage your child to practice drawing, either through imagination or from observation. Ask them what the focus of the drawing is
before they do it. For example, are they studying the texture of an object and how can this be communicated?

« Can you take your child to an art gallery? This builds interest and passion in the subject.

« Yr10 and 11 students should always be adding to their coursework at home. This would be extra pieces with become part of their
portfolio. In order to get the highest grades, building on the portfolio outside of the classroom environment leads to success.

Fun Art Challenge

Year 7- Practice painting something using a limited palette!

Year 8 - Look in a mirror and try to draw yourself!

Year 9 - Research a new artist and try to create art in their style.

Year 10 - Draw your pet at home, try to draw them in silly poses.

Year 11 - Build on your coursework at home, it adds marks to your GCSE. That's fun!

I
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Education with Character: The Lowry Way
Enrichment Day at The Lowry Academy

On Thursday 27th November, students enjoyed an inspiring Enrichment
Day, designed to broaden experiences beyond the academic curriculum
and develop the skills, values, and character traits that support success
in school and life.

The day enhanced our Education with Character programme by
encouraging exploration of new interests, building confidence, creativity,
resilience, and teamwork, and fostering a sense of belonging while living
out our Lowry Academy values: Aspiration, Confidence, Creativity,
Resilience, and Respect.

The day began with a Personal Development session led by form tutors,
followed by four themed enrichment activities—Creative Arts, STEM &
Technology, Sports & Physical Activity, and Communication, Culture &
Wellbeing — each promoting curiosity, empathy, leadership, and
collaboration. Year 11 students followed a tailored programme focused
on revision, personal wellbeing, and a special inspirational assembly led
by guest speaker Adrian Tuitt.

Enrichment Day was a fantastic opportunity for students to make positive
choices and grow into well-rounded individuals who contribute to their

communities.

Thank you for your continued support in helping our students thrive.
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Educution Vith Characte,.

Education with Character: The Lowry Way

Enrichment Day at The Lowry Academy
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Celebrating Success this week

House Points Update:
Pankhurst Kingsley Delaney Turing
127162 128,820 127287 126,364

Total _# Golden . Values Bronze
Points ‘V Tickets | ~ Cards Awards
Year 7 Year 7 Year 7 Year 7
128,473 1,894 1,579 28
Year 8 Year 8 Year 8 Year 8
117,924 1,612 1,520 18
Year 9 Year 9 Year 9 Year 9
79,669 1317 1,403 9
Year 10 Year 10 Year 10 Year 10
93,146 844 1,203 3
Year 11 Year 11 Year 11 Year 11
90,421 483 932 2

Recent House Events

House “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?”

On Friday, students enjoyed a Lowry twist on the classic TV quiz show in an exciting house competition. Teams
worked together to tackle challenging questions, demonstrating curiosity, confidence, and resilience—key virtues
from our Education with Character programme. The event was a fantastic opportunity to build teamwork,
celebrate house spirit, and live out our school values in a fun and engaging way.

A:Pankhurst C: Kingsley

B :Delaney D: Turing

Students can visit The Celebration Station every Tuesday and Thursday to share their fantastic work and collect
Golden Tickets.

They can enter our raffle by posting their Values Cards in the blue post box to enter every Tuesday and Thursday.

Students can take part in our weekly house events to collect house points.
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Celebrating success this week!

Well done to the students below who have attained their Bronze Award this week!

Student Year Student Year
Butt, Manha 7 Noble, Oliver 7
Law, Clinton 8 Pinkowski, Ksawery 7

Magwaza, Lolly 11 Semere, Kokob Kibrom 8
Mazalim, Roaa 7 Smale, Libby 9
Moss, George 8 l Tesfay, Keven 10

Well done to the following students who are now the closest to achieving their bronze award
very soon! 1,000 points needed for Bronze!

Student Year Points Points to Bronze Award
Viha S 8 994 6
Ching Nam C 8 986 14
Nicola K 10 984 16
ZinatH 8 979 21
KhloeA 10 976 24
Mariarma G 9 974 26
Henry S 10 974 26
Ayodeji A 8 970 30
Isabelle C 7 965 35
Leteselassie K 9 954 46
Thomas R 10 954 46
Sarah C 8 951 49
Tyler S 8 949 51
Freya S 7 948 52
Harry P T 947 53
Audrey O 8 943 57
Alice P 7 943 57
Francis E 8 939 61
Merhawi K S 10 939 61
Nevaeh H 8 936 64

Upcoming House Events

DEC
After School After School Lunch Time
Bridge Build Comp Christmas Challenge Christmas Karaoke

Faculty Lead Event Faculty Lead Event

Christmas Card E-Sports
Comp Tournament
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Topics to Revise

Practise creating a character for your own
narrative story. Focus on describing their

pics

Links to Revision Resources

English thoughts and personalities rather than just Year 7 Mid-Year Revision Booklet
their appearance. Use their actions to add to
their description.
Maths Primes, factors and multiples SPARX Codes: M227, M823, M698, M322, M829
UL Curriculum Pupil Website
Microscopes:
Biology (7.03) - Cells https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118236
Using microscopes, Microscopes and Diffusion 1:
movement in/out of cells. Revise the different | https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118248
. parts of the microscope and how to use one Diffusion 2:
Science

to see cells at different magnifications;
calculating size of cells; process of diffusion
and features that enable diffusion to happen
more efficiently.

https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118257

SPARX codes Microscopes - F908, Diffusion in cells - F202,
Magnification - F609, Diffusion in multicellular organisms - R534

Y7 Knowledge organiser Page 25; sections 3 - 5.

Topics to Revise

Practise creating a character for your own
narrative story. Focus on describing their

Links to Revision Resources

English thoughts and personalities rather than just Year 8 Mid-Year Revision Booklet
their appearance. Use their actions to add to
their description.
Maths Fractions SPARX Codes: M939, M410, M671, M601, M835, M931, M157,
M197, M110, M265
UL Curriculum Pupil Website
Food Chains and Webs:
Biology (8BE) Ecological Relationships https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118670
Food chains, food webs, and pyramids of Representing Food Chains:
mass. Revise how different living things rely https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118675
Science on each other for food and how they are Impacts on Food Webs:

interdependent on one another; when one
population changes, how does this affect the
rest of the food web?

https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118681

SPARX codes: Food chains and food webs - F568,
Interdependence - F473, Food security - F948
Y8 Knowledge organiser Page 20; sections 1 and 2.
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pics

Topics to Revise Links to Revision Resources
UL Pupil facing curriculum:
i Revise the theme of reputation. Revise how to | Lessons 7-9: Act Three
English create a successful Argument Two paragraph | https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=121532
Booklet to be given out in lesson.
HCF and LCM SPARX Codes: U211, U751, U529, U236, U739, U250
Maths
Fraction Calculations U736, U692, U793, U475, U224, U544, U538, U881, U916, U163
UL Curriculum Pupil Website
Digestion and Enzymes:
(Y8 review) Biology 8BD Digestion https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118831
Sci Revise the enzymes released during digestion
Hance and how digested food moves between the Adaptations of small intestines:
small intestine and the bloodstream. https://curriculum.unitedlearning.org.uk/Pupil?r=118828
SPARX Codes: Enzymes and digestion - R244, Diffusion in cells -
F202

Don't Forget - Mid-Year Assessment Dates:

English 12" January 2026
Maths 12th/19" January 2026
Science 5th/12th/19" January 2026
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Is your child eligible
for Free School Meals?
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Salford City

Free School Meals - your child receives a choice of a meal (hot or cold) each C°““°." Uantg
day in school and, for those families who qualify, School Holiday Vouchers. A recent review highlighted
that many households may
Benefit-Based Eligibility meet the criteria for free
school meals but have not
You may be eligible if you receive any of the following: yet made an application for

Income Support one reason or
Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance How another.
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance to Apply

The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit _ o
Universal Credit, provided your household's net income is no more * Apply online by visiting:
than £7,400 per year www.salford.gov.uk/schools-and-

Child Tax Credit only (not Working Tax Credit) and your household learning/free-school-meals

income is no more than £16,190 per year Go, in person, to the Walkden
Working Tax Credit run-off Gateway Centre (2 Smith Street,
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 Walkden)

If you need help applying online, we can also help you here at The Lowry Academy. Contact us by emailing
Ask.Lowry@lowryacademy.org.uk and someone from our school will be in touch to support you.




\’O‘N ry ACao;
e Q,
N %

&

The best in everyone”

Aspiration | Respect | Confidence | Creativity | Resilience

Ac nNnalr w









