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Year 8 Mobile Phone Pouch Rollout  
Supporting Focused Learning and Academic Excellence 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are writing to inform you of an important change we are introducing for Year 8 students from Thursday 27th 
November: the use of mobile phone pouches during the school day.  
 
This follows a highly successful rollout with Year 7, where we have seen:  
 

• A more focused and calm learning environment across lessons and social times.  
• A significant reduction in unnecessary sanctions related to mobile phone use.  
• Students feeling more present and engaged in their learning.  

 
The pouch system allows students to retain their mobile phones throughout the day, but they are securely 
stored in a locked pouch which cannot be opened until the end of the school day. This means students still 
have their phones with them for safety and communication before and after school, while ensuring they are 
not a distraction during learning time.  
  
Why Are We Making This Change?  
Recent research supports our approach. Studies show that limiting mobile phone use during the school day 
can:  

• Improve concentration and academic performance, especially for students who find it harder to 
focus.  

• Reduce distractions and multitasking, which are linked to lower test scores and weaker memory.  
• Support student wellbeing by reducing exposure to online conflict and social pressures during school 

hours.  
 
This change is part of our broader commitment to academic excellence. By removing unnecessary 
distractions, we’re creating an environment where every student can focus, engage deeply in learning, and 
achieve their best. Many other schools have successfully implemented similar mobile phone policies and are 
seeing positive results.  
  
  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q: Will my child still have access to their phone in an emergency? 

Yes. Students keep their phones with them in the pouch, which is unlocked at the end of the school day. In 
case of a genuine emergency, staff can unlock the pouch.  

 

Q: What if I need to contact my child during the day?  

Please contact the school office as usual. We will ensure any urgent messages are passed on promptly.  

 

Q: Can students use their phones at break or lunch?  

No. The pouch remains locked throughout the school day to maintain consistency and reduce distractions.  
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Q: What happens if a student tampers with the pouch?  

Tampering with the pouch will be treated as a behaviour concern. Students are expected to follow the same 
expectations as Year 7, who have responded very positively.  

 

Q: Is this a permanent change? 

We will review the impact regularly, but early evidence from Year 7 and national research suggests this 
approach is highly beneficial for learning and wellbeing.  

  
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
 
Yours Faithfully,  
 
 
Nicola Griffith  
Vice Principal – Pastoral  
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Digital Skills Classes for Parents 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
We still have places for our Digital Skills Parent classes next Tuesday 19th November  and Tuesday 26th 
November between 3.30pm and 4.30pm  
 
If you would like some support with learning or improving your I.T skills and being able to help your children 
with their online homework as well as keeping them safe online, then this is a great opportunity to have some 
time and help in person with our wonderful Computer Science Teacher Mrs Maloney. 
 
All parents that attend will also receive a handy helpful guide to support the session. 
 
If you would like to book please email ask.lowry@lowryacademy.org.uk and Mrs Smith will be in touch to 
confirm your place 
 
Alternatively there are other projects and classes that you may be interested in accessing. Please see some 
useful links below: 
 
Beginners | Digital Everyone 
 
Get Online Greater Manchester: Digital Skills Map - Greater Manchester Combined Authority 
 
Salford Community Upskilling – Upskilling a Community for a Greater Future 
 
Resources | Digital Inclusion Triage Tool - Salford 
 
Community Activities | Age Friendly Salford 
 
If you have any questions then please do reach out to me via Ask Lowry or call me on 0161 529 5200. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Mrs Smith 
Transition & Community Lead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Back to Contents 
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https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/digital/get-online-greater-manchester/greater-manchester-wide-support/get-online-greater-manchester-digital-skills-map/
https://communityupskilling.org/
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Salford Digital Heroes Competition – free entry with £20,000 of Prizes to be won 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am delighted to announce that The Lowry Academy has been invited to take part in a competition that gives 
us the opportunity to win £5,000 for our school to help pupils access the latest technology and develop their 
digital skills.  
 
All pupils who enter have the opportunity to win a £500 voucher to buy technology for themselves. 
  
To enter, pupils need to record and submit a 2 to 3 minute interview with an adult who lives or works in Salford, 
their Digital Hero, about their Hero’s use of digital technology in their work. 
 
The first 25 entries in each age group will also win a voucher for tickets to Supermassive Immersive Experience 
which is running at Mayfield Depot until 23 November 2025. 
 
The competition in each age category will close to entries once 100 entries have been received in each age 
group, or at 10:00pm on 17 November 2025, so don’t delay. 
 
Simple instructions, interview questions, top tips and guides, along with the competition Terms and 
Conditions can be found here:  Salford Everyday Digital Heroes Competition - Media City UK. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mrs V Moloney 
Head of Computing and Business 
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